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March for a People’s Budget: Stop Prison Expansion Now! 

On May 25th to June 3rd, join Decarcerate PA as we march from Philadelphia to Harrisburg to demand 
that 2013 be the year of a People’s Budget, Not a Prison Budget.    

Pennsylvania lawmakers talk the talk about the need for prison reform and increased education 
funding, but they refuse to walk the walk. Right now, Governor Corbett’s administration is spending 
over $400 million to build two new prisons in Montgomery County, while 23 schools in Philadelphia 
will be closing next year due to funding shortages.  His proposed budget for 2013 includes a $68 
million increase for the Department of Corrections (DOC), even as his administration claims the prison 
population is going down.  

That’s why we’re walking to Harrisburg to tell lawmakers that the time for change is now.  We invite 
you to join our diverse coalition of activists, organizations, and individuals representing formerly 
incarcerated people, their families, friends, and allies, for this action and beyond.  

How to Get Your Organization Involved: 

1. Mobilize members of your organization to come out for the May 25th rally in Philadelphia, 
participate in segments of the march to Harrisburg, and/or join us at the Capitol on June 3rd to 
bring our message directly to the lawmakers. 

2. Connect us to organizations or individuals in your network along our route (showed below) that 
can provide shelter and food for marchers, or host a gathering of like-minded individuals who want 
to learn more about our campaign.  

3. Call and/or write legislators and ask them to refuse to pass any budget with increased DOC 
funding as long as the Department continues to waste taxpayer money on unnecessary new 
prisons.  For sample letters and instructions, check out http://decarceratepa.info/legislators. 

4. Donate money to help fund this effort by making a donation at http://decarceratePA.info/donate 
5. Learn more about Decarcerate PA’s platform on our website at 

http://decarceratepa.info/platform. 

For more information about the march and to share with us how you would like to get involved, email 
decarcerate.march@gmail.com, call us at (267) 217-3372, or attend our General Meeting on April 22nd 
or May 20th from 6-8pm at the Institute for Community Justice. The Institute for Community Justice is 
located at 21 S 12th St in Center City Philadelphia. 
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Schedule of Events and March Route: 

Saturday May 25th       Kick off Rally and March at 12:00 pm in Love Park in Philadelphia 
           March will end with a rally at the Art Museum. Those marching to 
           Harrisburg will continue on to Bryn Mawr. 

Sunday May 26th       March from Bryn Mawr to Collegeville 
Monday, May 27th      March from Collegeville to Pottstown 
Tuesday, May 28th       March from Pottstown to Reading 
Wednesday, May 29th   Stay in Reading 
Thursday, May 30th              March from Reading to Womelsdorf 
Friday, May 31st              Womelsdorf to Lebanon 
Saturday, June 1st               Lebanon to Hershey 
Sunday, June 2nd              Hershey to Greater Harrisburg 
Monday, June 3rd              March in Harrisburg and Rally at 1:00 pm at the PA State Capitol 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Decarcerate PA is a coalition seeking an end to mass incarceration and an expansion of mechanisms 
that maintain whole, healthy communities. We believe that imprisonment exacerbates the problems we 
face. Decarcerate PA seeks 1.) an immediate and lasting moratorium on all new prison construction, 

2.) policies that shrink the prison system, and 3.) reinvestment in our communities. Such steps are 
necessary to secure socially responsible, personally secure, and economically viable communities in our 

state. 

 

 


